
AMENDMENT TO STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC WAYS 
Chapter 33 Section 30.213 

City of St. Clair Shores 
 
The City of St. Clair Shores ordains that Section 30.213 of its Code Ordinances,  
Shall be amended to read as follows: 
 
30.213 Guidelines pertaining to construction of berms, installation of shrubbery or decorative landscaping 
within established building lines or rights-of-way. 
 
Sec.13. This section is intended to regulate the construction of berms or other landscaping treatments within 

the building lines established in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of St. Clair Shores, code section 
15.481 (o), or the road rights-of-way over which the Macomb County Road Commission has 
jurisdiction with the City of St. Clair Shores. Landscaping treatments shall include, but not be limited to 
trees, as well as shrubbery and plantings. Such treatments shall also include planter boxes, boulders, 
rocks or other devices or structures which are part of the landscaping, decorative or aesthetic plan 
including statues, sprinkling systems, lights or mailboxes. The following regulations shall apply to 
construction, installation or placement of such treatments, plantings, landscaping or above-described 
conditions on property within the building lines and rights-of-ways as referenced above: 

 
(a) Prior to construction or placement of a berm or any landscape treatment as described above, the 

property or the owner’s representative shall submit a drawing to the Dept. of Community Development 
for review and approval. For rights-of-way under the jurisdiction of the Macomb County Road 
Commission, said drawing will be forward to the Road Commission as well for approval. (amend. eff. 
Oct. 8, 2009) 

 
(b) A berm may be constructed with or without shrubbery and plantings. It may consist of a mound with 

shrubbery, but in no case may be a mound or shrubbery or the two combined exceed thirty (30) inches 
above curb level except for trees, the type of tree to be approved in accordance with subsection (d). 
Additionally, in the event the berm consists of a mound and shrubbery, the mound can be no higher 
than twenty (20) inches and the shrubbery no higher than ten (10) inches above curb level except for 
trees as indicated above. Positive drainage from the area must be maintained and must be adequately 
set forth in a plan for review by the engineering division to adequately set forth in a plan for review by 
the Department of Community Development to determine the existence of appropriate drainage. 
(amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 

 
(c) Planter boxes or any structure intended to contain plantings of any kind shall consist of wood, metal, 

plastic or other appropriate and approved materials. No such structure shall exceed the height of six 
(6) inches above adjacent ground. Any such raised delineations or structures shall be at least one (1) 
foot from any adjacent sidewalk or driveway. 

 
(d) All trees shall be planted by the Forestry Division of the Dept. of Public Works. Tree species shall also 

be approved by the Forestry Division of the Dept. of Public Works. 
 
(e) No fence or wall shall be permitted. (amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 
 
(f) Structures and/or objects such as statues, birdbaths, flagpoles or mailboxes, stones or boulders, 

which are not intended primarily to contain plants, shall be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the 
Department of Community Development to determine their propriety and appropriate locations, if 
any. Vehicular and pedestrian safety shall be the primary consideration, and the Department of 
Community Development shall have the authority to place any reasonable restriction, including 
prohibition of the structure or object. (amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 

 
(g) Sprinkler systems may be installed. However, the property owner shall assume full responsibility for 

any repair to the system occasioned by the construction of by the Macomb County Road Commission, 
the City of St. Clair Shores, and/or by any other entity or person. Prior to installation of any 
sprinkler system, the property owner shall secure a permit and execute and record a covenant with a 
deed to the property so as to inform successive owners, tenants or assigns of the permit conditions. 
(amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 



 
(h) It shall be the joint and several responsibility of the property owner, tenant, assignee or other party in 

control of the premises to maintain all landscaping, all plantings and landscaping treatments and 
improvements, including but not limited to the mowing, watering, fertilizing, weeding of grass between 
the sidewalk and curb, the building line and curb, and any building facade and curb, as well as public 
right-of-way. 

 
(i) It shall be the joint and several responsibility of the property owner, tenant, assignee or other party in 

control of the premises to insure that the grass or sod thereon does not attain a height of six (6) 
inches or more. Such responsibility shall also pertain to any grass or sod between the abutting 
sidewalk and curb, the building line and curb and the building facade and curb as well as any grass or 
sod within any public right-of-way. Should any grass or sod attain a height of six (6)  inches or more, 
the City shall have the authority to cut the grass or sod in accordance with the procedures set forth in 
section 20.260 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of St. Clair Shores. (amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 

 
(j) In the event the owner or the owner's representative's application is denied (or approved with 

conditions), there shall be a right of appeal to the Building Property Maintenance Board of 
Appeals. The appeal must be filed in writing within 14 days of the date of the written notice of denial 
(or approval with conditions). The appeal must be filed with the City Clerk and with the Dept. of 
Community Development. (amend. eff. Oct. 8, 2009) 

 
(k) Any approval of a landscaping treatment (as described above) shall include a requirement that the 

property owner execute a recordable hold-harmless agreement in a form approved by the City 
Attorney. The agreement shall include a provision that such approved treatment shall be removed by 
the property owner or person in possession within 60 days written notice by the City, for good cause 
and at no cost to the City. 

 
(l) It shall be the joint and several responsibility of the property owner, tenant, assignee or other party in 

control of the premises to comply with this section.  (ord. eff. Dec. 4, 1990; amend. eff. Oct. 22, 1991; 
amend. eff. Aug. 23, 2000; Oct. 10, 2002; Oct. 8, 2009) Enacted: November 6, 1967 Published and 
Effective: November 8, 1967 

 
Any ordinance or parts of any ordinance in conflict with any provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.  

This ordinance shall become effective upon publication by the City Clerk.  

This ordinance shall be published by posting the same in three (3) public places within the City of St. Clair 
Shores and the Clerk is hereby ordered to post the same upon the bulletin board in the Police Station, 27665 
Jefferson Avenue; the Fire Hall, 26700 Harper Avenue and the City Hall, 27600 Jefferson Avenue. 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN   ) 
    )    ss 
COUNTY OF MACOMB  ) 
 
 We hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance is a true copy of an ordinance as enacted by the City 
Council on the 5th day of October 2009, and that the necessary Charter provisions have been observed. 
 
_______________________________    _______________________________ 
ROBERT A. HISON, Mayor      MARY A. KOTOWSKI, CITY CLERK 
 
I, Mary A. Kotowski, Clerk of the City of St. Clair Shores, hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was 
published by posting true copies of the same in each of the following places:  Police Station, 27665 Jefferson 
Avenue, Fire Hall, 26700 Harper Avenue, and City Hall, 27600 Jefferson Circle Drive on the 8th day of October 
2009; which is the effective date of this ordinance. 
 
    
       
        ______________________________ 
        MARY A. KOTOWSKI, CITY CLERK 


